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Annual	Report	(2015-2016)	

St.	Thomas	Aquinas	Parish			
 
I’m so glad that you have both the opportunity to 
receive and the time to review our 2015-2016  
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Annual Report.  We have 
had a year of grace and blessings as you can see in the 
summary reports provided by each of our major parish 
ministries. Also included is our annual financial report.     
  
I have now completed my first-term as Pastor which concluded on June 30, 
2016.  
From my perspective there are several benefits to serving in one parish for 
many years. A Pastor is able to establish a sense of stability, consistency, 
and accountability which is difficult to cultivate in a faith community when 
the leadership, vision, and focus changes constantly from pastor to pastor. 
 

As I look back at my calendar for the last year, 
I remember fondly our dialogue of friendship 
with our local Muslim brothers and sisters. Our 
farewell to Msgr. Gene Boyle whose funeral 
Mass we celebrated, and our parish 
celebration of the 25th anniversary of my 

ordination to the priesthood.  
 
With the help of our parish staff and the many dedicated volunteers that 
serve on more than a dozen committees, we have worked together to focus 
on four areas: Liturgy, Faith Formation, Outreach, and Pastoral Planning. The 
fruit of our service is rooted in the commission of Jesus to the Church: “Go 
forth and make disciples.”  
 
Of course, there are concerns as we look to the future. We must continually 
adapt to the needs of our younger families, children and youth. We strive to 
make sure that our older parishioners, especially those who live alone, have 
someone to care for them. We seek to make our celebration of the Sunday 
Eucharist the highlight of our week. We reach out in compassion and joy to 
those who seek material assistance We take seriously our responsibility to 
be good stewards of all God’s many gifts.  
 
Through the intercession of St. Thomas Aquinas, St. 
Albert the Great, and Our Lady of the Rosary, may God 
give me the strength each day to do my best for all you 
the good people of our parish.       
                                                  
Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor 



 
Our Pastoral Ministries 
 

Liturgy	Board	

The mission of the Liturgy Board is to ensure that every liturgical celebration within 
the parish is planned well and presented so that these liturgies are a source of 
spiritual strength, inspiration and hope. 

In addition to the parishioners who participate in the Board’s planning and monthly 
meetings, there are many, many parish volunteers that enable the work of the 
Board: all our parish liturgical volunteers (sacristans, lectors, commentators, music 
ministers, ushers, ministers of hospitality, altar servers) and those that train them, 
those who maintain our church environments and altar linens. 

 
Ongoing Activities: 

• Advance planning for all liturgical celebrations 
• Working with site committees and schedulers of liturgical ministers so that 

all masses have all the liturgical roles filled at each mass 
• Training and catechesis of new liturgical ministers as they volunteer (altar 

servers, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, musicians, etc.) 
• Maintaining a calendar of all liturgical celebrations 
• Support the work of the parish Director of Liturgy and Music 
• Support for church renovation efforts at St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Albert 

the Great 
  

Annual Activities and Events: 
Continued support for all the liturgical feasts and related celebrations: 

§ Advent and Christmas liturgies and sacred environments 
§ Special Penance liturgies during Advent and Lent 
§ Lent, Triduum and Easter liturgies and sacred environments 
§ Appropriate seasonal environments at all churches 
§ First Communion celebrations (3) and Confirmation 
§ Taizé Prayer Services (once in Advent and once in Lent) 
§ All-night Eucharistic Adoration on Corpus Christi  
§ Mass of Remembrance and Thanksgiving Day Mass 
§ Family Masses at SAG and OLR each 4th Sunday 
§ Children’s/Youth Choir at SAG 
§ Children’s Liturgical Movement at OLR 
§ Ongoing support of the RCIA process with special rites as directed 
§ Ongoing Altar Server training at OLR and SAG. 
§ Ongoing development opportunities for lectors and Eucharistic Ministers: 
§ Support of a diverse music program, from Gregorian Chant & Renaissance 

Motets to Contemporary & Original Songs & Hymns 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Liturgy Board Members:  
Fr. Matt Stanley, Fr. Dat Luong, Fr. Stasys Mikalonis, Fr. Michael Gazzingan, 



Deacon Daniel Hernandez, Pat Briggs, Bill Mahrt, , Susan Olsen, Paul Prochaska, 
Nora Lundin (parish Liturgy Director), Kay Williams (secretary), Chris Lundin 
(chair), and other occasional participants. 

 
 

Hispanic	Community 
	

September	2016	–	December	2016	
	

Catechesis:	September	
	

We	began	our	catechetical	program	after	Labor	Day	weekend.	In	preparation	for	the	
catechetical	year	we	had	a	retreat	at	the	end	of	the	month	of	August,	for	all	
catechists	and	invited	to	the	retreat	volunteers	for	other	ministries.	The	retreat	was	
at	El	Retiro	in	Los	Altos.	We	had	around	50	attendees,	all	volunteers,	and	a	team	of	5	
who	helped	with	the	organizing	and		the	activities.	Fr.	Stasys,	Fr.	Matt,	and	Fr.	
Hector	Villela	from	Sacred	Heart	Parish,	were	the	priests	who	helped	us	in	making	
this	retreat	a	success.	

	
Catechesis	for	the	Hispanic	community	started	on	September	11th,	after	the	holiday.	
As	mentioned	in	previous	reports,	our	Confirmation	program	is	2	years.	Currently	
we	have	8	students	in	pre-confirmation,	11	in	1st	year	Confirmation.	and	9	
students	in	2nd	year	Confirmation.,	for	a	total	of	28	students	in	Confirmation	
prep.,	of	which	9	will	be	confirmed	in	May	2017.	It	is	currently,	one	of	our	smallest	
groups	that	we	have	had.		It	has	been	a	while	since	we	have	had	less	than	10	
students	who	are	going	to	be	confirmed	in	a	year.	

	
In	our	K-	6th	grade	program	we	presently	have	63	children	16,	of	which,	are	in	the	
First	Communion	program.	The	total	number	in	catechesis	is	down	from	last	year.	
Last	year	we	had	78	students,	but	we	have	noticed	that	some	families	are	no	longer	
coming	to	Mass	in	Palo	Alto.	We	believe	some	families	have	moved	out	of	the	area.	

	
On	September	4th	we	had	a	Vocations	Sunday.	Talks	were	given	to	our	youth	and	
young	men	and	women	of	the	community	who	wanted	to	attend,	along	with	their	
parents.		Sister	Gisela,	M.E.SS.T,	gave	a	talk	to	the	young	women	and	Fr.	Stasys,	Fr.	
Joe	Kim	and	a	seminarian	were	with	the	youth/young	men	and	their	parents.	

	
Other	Activities:	

	
In	the	month	of	October	a	Spanish	Mass	was	celebrated	on	the	7th,	Feast	day	of	Our	
Lady	of	the	Rosary,	followed	by	a	reception.		We	had	at	least	150	persons	attending	
and	most	of	them	stayed	for	the	reception	(which	was	a	potluck)	following	the	Mass.	

		
	

December:		
8th:	We	were	pleasantly	surprised	by	the	attendance	of	this	Mass.	There	were	over	
150	persons	who	attended.		We	have	noticed	that	the	devotion	to	Our	Blessed	
Mother	is	increasing	within	the	Hispanic	community	because	of	the	attendance	



when	we	have	a	Marian	celebration.	We	do	believe	it	is	part	of	the	fruits	of	the	
weekly	community	prayer	of	the	rosary	on	Tuesdays	during	the	year,	and	the	prayer	
of	the	rosary	every	Sunday	before	Mass.	

	
A	“traditional”	rosary	novena	to	our	Lady	of	Guadalupe	was	prayed	by	a	group	of	
about	20	persons,	in	the	Dermody	Center	chapel	leading	up	to	her	feast	day.		

	
12th:	We	had	the	traditional	“mañanitas”	then	a	Mass	was	celebrated	by	Fr.	Stasys	
on	the	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe’s	feast	day.		The	mañanitas	(serenade)	was	at	5:00am	
and	the	Mass	at	5:30am.		We	had	over	125	persons	show	up,	and	it	was	very	
inspiring	to	see	children	come	all	dressed	up	in	their	beautiful,	colorful	and	
traditional	clothing	used	on	this	special	day.		After	Mass	we	had	a	tamale	breakfast	
for	all	those	who	attended	the	celebration.		

	
On	the	16th	of	December,	we	will	start	a	Novena	to	the	Baby	Jesus,	a	popular	
Columbian/	Central	American	tradition,	which	ends	on	Christmas	Eve.	Whole	
families	participate.	Children	play	different	instruments,	sing	and	pray	with	great	
enthusiasm,	and	afterwards	the	persons	enjoy	hot	punch	or	hot	chocolate	and	
cookies.	We	integrated	this	novena	with	the	traditional	Posada	on	December	21st.	 

 
 

	 STA	Kids	Faith	Formation	Report	2016	
	

Faith	Formation	Classes	
	

It	has	been	another	wonderful	year	of	faith	formation	for	children	aged	4	through	10	
in	2015-2016.		A	total	of	127	children	spent	a	full	academic	year	learning	and	
growing	in	their	relationship	with	God	as	well	as	in	their	connections	with	one	
another	as	a	community	of	faith.		A	total	of	31	classes	were	offered	which	included	
four	family	gatherings	at	which	parents	and	children	worked	together	to	prepare	for	
or	celebrate	the	various	liturgical	seasons	and	events.		We	celebrated	the	
sacraments	of	1st	Reconciliation	with	32	of	our	young	people	during	Lent,	and	30	of	
them	celebrated	their	1st	Communion	the	last	week	in	April.		Three	other	young	
people	were	Confirmed	at	the	Easter	Vigil,	two	of	them	receiving	1st	Eucharist	at	
that	time.			The	year	ended	with	a	retreat	and	cross-over	celebration	by	our	eighteen	
5th	Graders	who	will	be	welcomed	by	our	Youth	Director	into	The	Edge	this	coming	
year.				

	 		
As	always,	we	officially	began	our	new	year	(2016-2017)	with	a	pancake	breakfast	
on	August	14.		Classes	will	begin	the	Sunday,	August	21	(coordinating	our	start	date	
with	the	start	of	public	schools	in	Palo	Alto).		The	session	began	with	a	family	
gathering	for	prayer	and	introductions	of	catechists	and	then	moved	into	the	
classrooms	for	an	initial	session	with	the	children.			Our	enrollment	for	this	year’s	
classes	has	been	building	slowly,		and	we	are	working	to	welcome	many	new	
families	coming	in	as	well	as	reach	all	those	registered	last	year	to	bring	them	back.					

				
We	are	continuing	to	use	materials	from	Pflaum	Gospel	Weeklies	for	our	children’s	
faith	formation.			This	program	follows	the	liturgical	year	and	also	includes	



systematic	instruction	on	certain		theological	and	doctrinal	principles	the	children	
need	to	learn.		Each	week	the	children	share	and	reflect	on	the	readings	they	have	
heard	or	will	hear	at	the	Sunday	Mass.		Those	readings	and	reflections	are	then	tied	
to	some	aspect	of	the	subject	they	will	discuss	in	class.		Hence,	Mass	is	not	an	event	
isolated	from	what	they	are	doing	in	class	but	is	an	integral	part	of	what	they	are	
learning	and	sharing	about	their	faith.		Each	week	the	children	take	home	a	small	
pamphlet	with	the	activities	done	in	class	as	well	as	activities	they	can	do	at	home.		
Overall,	our	catechists	have	found	this	material	very	easy	to	use	and	engaging	for	
the	children.		

	
As	previously	stated,	the	children	were	scheduled	for	31	classes	last	year,	including	
the	four	family	gatherings.		(We	align	our	calendar	with	the	public	school	calendar	
so	as	to	begin	and	end	when	public	school	does	and	to	be	off	on	holiday	weekends.)		
For	the	first	time	our	Easter	gathering	occurred	on	Easter	Sunday,	and	the	children	
had	the	opportunity	for	an	Easter	Egg	hunt	as	well	as	other	activities	to	celebrate	
this	great	Feast	Day.		Children	preparing	to	receive	the	sacraments	had	six	
additional	classes	specifically	geared	to	some	aspect	of	that	preparation,	including	
two	presentations	by	our	pastor.			First	Eucharist	children	also	have	a	three	hour	
retreat	on	a	Saturday,	as	do	the	5th	graders	at	the	end	of	the	year.							

	
	Last	year	we	were	missing	a	catechist	for	the	3rd	Grade	class	at	Our	Lady	of	the	
Rosary.		All	other	classes	were	covered	with	catechists	and	aides	(Pre-K	and	K	were	
combined).		The	3rd	Graders	participated	in	the	class	with	the	4th	graders,	and	it	all	
seemed	to	work	out	well	for	both	age	groups.			At	St.	Albert	the	Great	we	combined	
classes	(PreK	through	1st	and	4th	with	5th)	because	we	did	not	have	sufficient	
catechists	to	offer	each	grade	level	separately.		During	the	year,	an	additional	
catechist	came	forward	to	work	with	the	1st	Graders.			In	some	classes	our	catechists	
worked	in	teams	which	helps	to	accommodate	weekend	schedules	when	one	or	the	
other	catechist	is	not	available.				

	
Having	sufficient	catechists	for	our	classes	is	always	an	issue.		We	have	begun	this	
year	with	only	the	PreK	and	K	combined	at	Our	Lady	of	the	Rosary.		At	St.	Albert	the	
Great	we	do	not	have	a	3rd	Grade	catechist,	so	any	third	graders	will	be	joining	the	
again	combined	4th	and	5th	grade	class.			We	have	welcomed	three	new	catechists	to	
our	program	at	St.	Albert	the	Great,	and	we	are	very	grateful	for	their	willingness	to	
step	forward.			We	are	always	looking	for	new	catechists	and	aides	and	would	
welcome	anyone	who	would	like	to	be	trained	to	work	with	our	children.			

					
RCIA	for	Children	

	
RCIA	for	Children	meets	regularly	on	Wednesday	evenings	in	the	Dermody	Center.				
In	2015-2016	we	had	a	total	of	18	enrolled	in	this	process,	a	process	which	allows	
children	over	the	age	of	7		who	have	not	yet	been	baptized	or	received	1st	Eucharist	
to	prepare	for	these	sacraments	of	initiation.			Two	of	the	children	were	fully	
initiated	in	November	at	our	5	p.m.	Mass	at	St.	Albert	the	Great.		This	special	
initiation	was	necessary	because	the	family	was	returning	to	their	home	in	Korea	
where	it	would	be	difficult	for	them	to	complete	this	process.		One	other	child	
preparing	for	full	initiation	is	continuing	into	this	year	and	will	receive	her	
sacraments	at	our	next	Easter	Vigil.		We	have	begun	the	new	year	for	the	RCIA	2016-



2017	and	currently	have	6	children	preparing	for	1st	Eucharist	along	with	the	one	
who	will	be	fully	initiated	in	the	Spring..			

		
Children’s	Liturgy	of	the	Word	

	
	In	the	past	year	we	have	had	two	people	at	Our	Lady	of	the	Rosary	who	have	
regularly	taken	our	children	out	of	Mass	to	experience	the	Liturgy	of	the	Word	at	
their	own	level.		We	have	had	one	person	willing	and	able	to	serve	in	this	ministry	at	
St.	Albert	the	Great.		Children’s	Liturgy	of	the	Word	is	important	for	our	children	as	
it	allows	them	to	be	more	fully	engaged	by	the	Word	they	are	hearing	at	Mass.		We	
are		constantly	seeking	new	leaders	to	assist	in	this	mission	to	make	the	Liturgy	of	
the	Word	more	accessible	to	our	youngest	participants.	

	 		
Altar	Servers	

	
The	ministry	of	Altar	Servers	provides	assistance	to	our	priests	at	Mass	and	allows	
our	young	people	the	opportunity	to	develop	a	greater	understanding	of	our	
worship	and	take	a	more	active	role	in	the	Mass	working	closely	with	our	priests.			

	
Altar	Servers	are	needed	for	two	Masses	at	St.	Albert	the	Great.		While	many	of	our	
young	people	there	participated	in	training	for	this	ministry,	only	two	new	ministers	
have	actually	stepped	forward	to	serve	this	year.				Training	was	offered	to	both	our	
4th	and	5th	graders	this	year,	a	practice	which	will	continue	as	we	encourage	our	
young	people	to	participate	in	this	important	ministry.		In	the	past	several	months,	
two	people	have	completed	training	and	are	regularly	serving	at	the	St.	Albert	the	
Great	Masses.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Altar	serving	at	Our	Lady	of	the	Rosary	is	thriving,	with	many	boys	and	girls	
stepping	forward	to	participate	in	this	ministry.			The	pool	of	available	children	at	
Our	Lady	of	the	Rosary	is	larger,	and	there	is	only	one	Mass	available	for	them	to	
serve,	so	it	is	easier	to	fill	the	slots.		There	is	also	an	individual	consistently	available	
to	train	and	oversee	the	Altar	Servers	at	OLR	which	helps	to	encourage	their	
participation.			

	
Family	Mass	

	
	Family	Masses	are	held	once	a	month	-	the	4th	Sunday	of	most	months	at	St.	Albert	
the	Great	and	Our	Lady	of	the	Rosary.		We	have	a	children’s	choir	that	assists	with		
the	music	at	the	Family	Masses	at	St.	Albert	the	Great	under	the	direction	of	Karen	
Peng.		She	has	provided	some	wonderful	choral	work	with	her	children	this	year.		At	
Our	Lady	of	the	Rosary	we	now	have	a	group	of	eight	young	people	who	are	
assisting	with	music	as	well	as	providing	movement	as	the	occasion	warrants.			It	is	
hoped	that	this	group	will	continue	to	grow	and	flourish	in	the	year	ahead.			A	two	
week	summer	camp	has	been	offered	for	the	last	three	years	to	help	build	and	
strengthen	this	ministry,	as	well	as	to	engage	young	people	in	aspects	of	their	faith.	

	
This	year	we	continue	to	train	5th	,	6th,	and	7th	Graders	as	lectors	for	our	Family	
Masses	at	both	sites.		At	Our	Lady	of	the	Rosary,	the	young	lectors	have	done	very	



well	with	their	proclamation	of	the	Word,	and	it	is	hoped	that	their	continuing	
growth	in	this	ministry	will	form	them	as	youth	and	adult	ministers	of	the	future.		
The	young	lectors	at	St.	Albert	the	Great	have	also	done	very	well	in	learning	the	
skills	as	lectors.				

	
Conclusion	

		
“Faith	is	born	of	an	encounter	with	the	living	God,	who	calls	us	and	reveals	his	love,	
a	love	which	precedes	us	and	upon	which	we	can	lean	for	security	and	for	building	
our	lives.”		(Lumen	Fidei	4)		These	words	of	Pope	Francis	are	a	reminder	of	the	
importance	of	the	gift	of	faith	in	guiding	our	lives	on	a	path	of	love	and	fulfillment	as	
the	people	God	created	each	of	us	to	be.			STA-Kids	Faith	Formation	(Pre-
Kindergarten	through	5th	Grade)	helps	our	children	to	make	that	“encounter	with	
the	living	God”	Pope	Francis	spoke	of.			It	is	our	hope	to	make	that	faith	formation	
experience	one	that	brings	joy	and	enthusiastic	response	from	our	children	as	they	
learn	how	much	they	are	loved	by	God	and	the	importance	of	being	a	part	of	a	
community	of	faith.			

		
 

St.	Thomas	Aquinas	Youth	(STAY)	Ministry	
 

Ministry Team 
Chris Mardesich is our parish’s Youth Minister and our Core Team members are 
Mary Beth Lefebvre, Francesco Poggesi, Joey Zarate, Kyle Faller, Michael 
Campbell, and Abraham Erki. STAY is extremely appreciative of the support we 
have received, especially from Fr. Dat throughout his years with the Parish. 

 
Ministry Programs 
This year our high school and middle school youth ministry returned to the 
LifeTeen  programs (Edge for middle school and LifeTeen for high school).  The 
parish Confirmation program follows the Chosen plan. 
 
Fall, Winter, and Spring 
After the Youth Ministry Kickoff on October 4th the weekly Edge (middle school) 
and LifeTeen (high school) groups, and monthly Chosen (Confirmation) began their 
regular schedule: 

• Edge meets Sundays 4:30pm-6pm at the Dermody Center (OLR). 
• LifeTeen meets Sundays 7pm-8:30pm at the Dermody Center (OLR).  
• Chosen meets Saturdays 3pm-5pm at the SAG Hospitality Center. 

Our parish hosted lock-ins retreats, retreats for Edge and LifeTeen and participated 
in San Jose diocese’ first annual Confirmation rally.  We went to LifeTeen 
Inspiration in Southern California as well this year. The regular schedule should 
return in September 2016. 
 



Summer 
Our parish sent a high school group to the annual Diocesan Youth Retreat (DYR) in 
Zephyr Point, Nevada as well as two groups to LifeTeen’s new camp in Big Bear, 
California. Over the summer the youth ministry program is preparing for the new 
year, including a core team retreat in August. 
 
About STAY 
St. Thomas Aquinas’ Youth Ministry program is committed to love, nurture, inspire, 
and motivate all middle and high school youth to be faithful lifelong disciples of 
Jesus Christ who serve their community. 
 
We offer weekly youth group sessions of faith sharing with peers, regular social 
events, social justice and outreach projects, and leadership opportunities. 

 

Adult	Spiritual	Development	Committee	
 

God is present; God is active; God is persistent 
Our Mission: To plan, organize and implement opportunities for the St. Thomas 

Aquinas Parish Community to deepen and grow their awareness, experience and gratitude 
toward God while complementing our existing spiritual formation activities plus bring us 

closer together as community through shared experience. 
 

We deepen our faith through the following opportunities: 
 
The Chinese Renew Group has been meeting each Wednesday evening for over 20 
years. With 7-8 active members, this faith sharing group uses At Home with the 
Word. The readings are in English and the discussions are often bi-lingual. What 
they value most is the support of like-minded Chinese Catholics in our diverse 
community. 
 
The Thursday Morning Scripture and Faith Sharing group has been meeting for 
over 9 years. It is a “drop-in”, friendly, mixed age group. They use the following 
Sunday’s liturgy readings from the Breaking Bread Missal as a source for study and 
lively discussions. They also review, very briefly, salient points from the previous 
Sunday's homilies. Sondra Dingmann is the moderator. These seekers meet from 
10-11:30 am at St. Albert Hospitality Room and are always looking for new 
members to join them. 

 
The Cantonese Scripture Sharing Group started about 5 years ago.  They meet on 
the second and fourth Saturdays at the Pastoral Center from 11:00 am to 2:00 
pm.  The group leader is Francis Cheng.  They use English in studying the bible and 
the discussion is bilingual (English and Cantonese). 

 
Taize Prayer: Taize uses music, chants, prayer and meditation to promote a sense 
of peace which leads naturally to contemplative prayer. There will be one Taize 
service during Advent this year. There were 4 Taize evenings during Lent at Our 
Lady of the Rosary; filling our souls with peace. Chris Lundin plays the piano and 



leads the music. Fr. Dat and Deacon Daniel lead the prayers. There were over 200 
bright candles casting a spirit lifting glow. 

 

 
 

The Meaningful Movie Series: The St. Thomas Aquinas church (STA) Site 
Committee sponsors and screens feature-length films in the Meaningful Movies 
series.  Shown usually on Sunday at 5:00 p.m. in the Thomas House basement 
theatre, each movie is chosen to reflect a spiritual/religious/environmental theme, 
which is the subject of a brief discussion at the conclusion of the movie.  Those 
who attend also bring snacks and beverages to share (often including 
popcorn!).  There is seating for up to 50; average attendance is closer to 20.  We 
have been conducting the movie series since 2013; each series of 3 movies is 
announced in advance in Steeple Talk (newsletter of the St. Thomas Aquinas 
church site) and the parish eBulletin and printed bulletin. 

 
Spirituality Tuesday Assembly is our largest spirituality undertaking. This event is 
held on Tuesday evenings, in the SAG Hospitality Room, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
from September through April. Our objective is to foster spiritual growth through a 
series of invited speakers and the talents of our Parish priests. Our topics have been 
chosen using a Parish wide survey and suggestions from parishioners. This is our 7th 
and most successful year. The average evening attendance was 40 persons last 
season. This increase in attendance may be due to the special eBulletin 
announcements reminding everyone of our topic. Thank you to Chris Lundin for 
that.  
 

Here is a reminder of the topics we covered: 
• Pope Pius the XII a Historical Perspective with Dr. Bill Dohar 
• Junipero Serra: The Man behind the Controversy with Professors Beebe and 

Senkewicz 
• The Book of Job with Rabbi Waldenberg 
• Pope Francis and the Environment presented by the Green Committee 
• Elder Care Resources in the Parish and Local Area with Ted Baer, Chris and 

Walt Lundin 
• The Acts of the Apostles (a video) with Fr. Matt 
• The Synod on the Modern Family; with Dan Baer 
• Divine Vengeance: The God of the Old Testament; with guest\speaker: Ray 

O’Connor  
• Love in the Gospels; the 4 types of Love and why it makes a difference; with 

Deacon Daniel 



• Eastern Meditation and Western Contemplation; how do they compare? 
With Father Kevin Joyce 

• An Important Woman of the Old Testament: The Book of Judith; with Father 
Jose Rubio 

• What Matters to me and Why with our special guest, Walt Lundin 
• “Forgiveness”; with guest Deacon Dominick Peloso  
• The Stations of the Cross at St. Albert the Great Church  
• Teaching the Holocaust in a Catholic University; guest speaker Dr. Miriam 

Zimmerman of Notre Dame de Namur Univ. 
• Catherine of Siena; Woman Doctor of the Church with special guest 

Speaker: Fr. Gladstone Stevens, President-Rector of Saint Patrick’s Seminary. 
• Movie Night: “The Staircase”; staring Barbara Hershey and William Petersen 

(shown at St. Elizabeth Seton School). 
• Hindu Spirituality:  “What if everything you knew about Hinduism was 

wrong?” our special guest will be Dr. D.C. Rao 
• Mexican Fiesta Potluck! A fun evening with Ted Baer as our Master 

Margarita maker and tasty Mexican themed treats and décor.  
 

During the summer our committee is busy working to fill the 2016/2017 
calendar with interesting topics and speakers. Suggestions for topics are collected 
from those who attended our Spirituality Tuesday Assemblies during the past year. 
Those suggestions are compiled into a survey form by Fr. Matt. Using the e-
bulletin, we invite the community to select those they find most interesting. 

 
Committee Members: Fr. Matt Stanley; Fr. Michael Gazzingan; Deacon 

Daniel Hernandez; Pat Briggs; Lucia Mensick; Susan Adams; Justine Franklin; Judi 
Swope; Neale and Beverly Wade 

 

 
  



Rite	of	Christian	Initiation	for	Adults	
 

The Period of Inquiry: June 1 2015 to August 31 2015: During the summer 
Deacon Daniel and Neale Wade met informally with six people, all of whom 
continued as part of our group. Three were unbaptized and three were baptized. 
Two others contacted Deacon Daniel but didn’t start for various reasons. 

 
The Period of the Pre-Catechumenate: September 7 2015 to November 7 2015: 
On Monday evenings, weekly faith-sharing meetings were held at the Saint Albert 
the Great hospitality room, between 7:00 and 8:30 PM. The emphasis of our 
meetings was on introducing our participants to the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
and we recommended attendance at Mass on Sundays. 

 
Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens: November 8 2015: The Rite of 
Acceptance for those seeking Baptism, and the Rite of Welcoming for those seeking 
Reception and/or Confirmation into the Catholic Church, were celebrated at Our 
Lady of the Rosary, on Sunday during the 10:30 AM Mass. 

 
Six inquirers moved forward becoming catechumens, by publicly expressing their 
desire to follow the Way of Jesus. They and their sponsors processed in with Father 
Matt who, after hearing testimonials from the candidates and their sponsors, invited 
them to join the rest of the congregation for the Word of God. 

 
The Period of the Catechumenate: November 9 2015 to February 13 2016: 
On Monday evenings, weekly catechesis and faith-sharing meetings continued at 
the Saint Albert the Great hospitality room, between 7:00 and 8:30 PM. The 
emphasis of our meetings was on the teaching and traditions found in the Gospels 
of Jesus Christ, and we required attendance at Mass on Sundays. 

 
Our group had grown to thirteen individuals attending the weekly sessions, and 
seven of our catechumens were attending the dismissals for Breaking Open the 
Word. Through prayer, scripture, and coming to know other Catholic Christians, 
they discovered the love and power of God in their lives. Our group also included 
two adult Catholics seeking continuing catechesis. 

 
During this period they also received anointing’s, participated in prayers of 
exorcism and blessing, and took part in the mission of the church to the world. 

 
Ash Wednesday was celebrated at Our Lady of the Rosary Church, at 7:00 PM. We 
invited the catechumens, candidates, and their sponsors to attend this service as a 
group, and we joined with other parishioners of Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish. 

 
Election or Enrollment of Names: February 14 2016: 
The Rite of Sending was celebrated on the first Sunday of Lent, at Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church, during the 10:30 AM Mass. Our seven catechumens responded by 
expressing their desire for these sacraments, and signed the Book of the Elect. 

 



The catechumens participated in the ritual with the congregation and were blessed 
by Father Matthew Stanley, and from now until their baptism they are known as 
The Elect. 

 
The Rite of Election was celebrated on Monday the 15th at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral 
Basilica, at 7:00 PM. Those catechumens enrolled in the Book of Names were 
presented to Bishop McGrath, who formally acknowledged their readiness by 
calling them to the Sacraments of Initiation. 

 
The Period of Purification and Enlightenment: February 15 2016 to March 25 
2016: 
On Monday evenings, weekly catechesis and faith-sharing meetings continued at 
the Saint Albert the Great hospitality room, between 7:00 and 8:30 PM. The 
emphasis of our meetings was on the sanctification and salvation offered by Jesus 
Christ, and we continued to require attendance at Mass on Sundays. 

 
Our group had grown to seventeen participants, including one adult continuing as 
an inquirer. On the first Sunday of Lent the Rite of Continuing Conversion was 
celebrated, at Saint Albert the Great Church during the 9:00 AM Mass. The 
Scrutiny’s were celebrated on the second, third, and fourth Sundays of Lent, at Our 
Lady of the Rosary Church, during the 10:30 AM Mass. 

 
On the Saturday before Palm Sunday the RCIA Team presented a Half Day Retreat, 
at Saint Thomas Aquinas Church and the Thomas House, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 
PM. The theme was “Reflecting on Your Call to Catholicism” and the focus was on 
“Listening to God’s Call”. 

 
The intent of this day of preparation, attended by the participants, sponsors, and 
team, was to bring all of us closer to the Grace of God and the Love of Jesus Christ, 
in cooperation with the Holy Spirit. 

 
Following the Half Day Retreat our group moved into the Saint Thomas Aquinas 
Church, where we witnessed Marta Muske’s reception into Full Communion with 
the Catholic Church, celebrated by Father Matt during the 12:15 PM Mass. She 
visits her family in Europe every year during the Easter Season and was looking 
forward to receiving communion during her trip. 

 
Our catechumens, candidates, sponsors, and team participated at many of the Holy 
Week events and services, such as Reconciliation, the Seder Dinner, Stations of the 
Cross, Holy Thursday, and Good Friday services. 

 
Sacraments of Initiation: March 26 2016:  Thirteen of our participants shared in 
the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil, at Saint Albert the Great Church, 
beginning at 8:30 PM. Those receiving Full Christian Initiation were baptized by 
Father Matthew Stanley. 

 



Albert Gao, Cindy Hart, Evelyn Smith, Greer Stone, Jayne Booker, Joao Reis, and 
Soohyun Park celebrated Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion; Paul 
Anderson and Prys Hughes celebrated Reception, Confirmation, and First 
Communion; and Guadalupe Raso, Israel Valencia, Joel Ordillo, Luisa Antas 
celebrated Confirmation. 

 
The Period of Mystagogy: March 27 2016 to May 31 2016:Periodic meetings were 
organized by email and held between Easter and Pentecost. We met on Mondays at 
the Saint Albert the Great hospitality room for informal discussions and faith 
sharing. 

 
On Monday, March 28th, the team and neophytes gathered in the Saint Albert the 
Great hospitality room at 7:00 PM, to share memorable moments of Holy Week 
and express their joy of the Sacraments during the Easter Vigil. We also asked the 
participants to complete a short survey regarding their RICA experience. 

 
On Monday, April 11th, the team and neophytes gathered at Heather and Deglin 
Kenealy’s home at 7:00 PM, for our popular home Mass with Father Matt. We 
provided time for questions and discussion, followed by a pot luck dinner and 
conversation. 

 
On Monday, April 25th, the team and neophytes gathered at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church at 7:00 PM, to experience the Rosary Prayer. We introduced the Rosary 
Prayer, passed out a prayer guide, and shared the Rosary Prayer and Joyful 
Mysteries as a group. 

 
On Monday, May 9th, the team and neophytes gathered at the Saint Thomas 
Aquinas Church at 7:00 PM, to experience Eucharistic Adoration, with Deacon 
Daniel. With grace our Neophytes are brought into the presence of Christ in a way 
they have not yet fully encountered. 

 
For more information about the RCIA process please contact Susan Olsen, by email 
at suolsen@dsj.org or by phone at 650-494-2496 ext 25. 

  



 

Pastoral	Home	Ministry		
 

Mission:  St. Thomas Aquinas Pastoral Home Ministry offers spiritual and social 
support for the sick and the home bound parishioners of all ages by visiting, 
bringing communion, praying, listening and helping them connect with the parish. 

 
Members:  We have approximately 20 active members and one pending new 
member.  All our ministers have to meet the diocese requirements of fingerprinting 
and completing two Shield the Vulnerable classes.  The ministers have to take 
refresher courses every three years. 

 
We visit clients weekly in their homes and in several nursing and retirement 
homes:  Lytton Gardens, Palo Alto Sub-Acute and Convalescent Home, Channing 
House, Vi Living, Sunrise, Palo Alto Commons and Advant.  

 
During individual home visits we bring the Eucharist, pray and chat with our 
clients.   Our ministers get to know their clients and there is good bonding and 
friendship.  Sometimes we may run small errands and give respite to their 
caregivers.  Most of our individual clients are long term but we also visit  
parishioners who are homebound for short periods of time in convalescent homes 
or recuperating in their own homes.  We are always happy when they get back on 
their feet and can go home or attend mass by themselves. 

 
In nursing and retirement homes we visit individuals in their rooms and/or lead 
group communion.  In group communion services the clients get together in one 
place and meet other Catholics in their communities and share with each other.  At 
Vi Nursing Care and Palo Alto Sub-Acute and Convalescent Home we have mostly 
convalescent clients and have to work with the activity directors to get the names 
of Catholic clients who want communion.   

 
We help arrange priest visits for clients who request for them.  We send letters to 
families of recently deceased parishioners to help them in their grieving process.  
We have information on meals, transportation and home care for those who 
contact us about these services 

  
Ted Baer has started a service to reach out to parishioners who may be in need but 
unable to ask for help.  We help them identify and obtain support services by 
providing them with information on agencies and services available to them.  We 
will keep a data base on various agencies in our area.   

 
We help coordinate monthly masses at Lytton Gardens. The masses are well 
attended, especially on Ash Wednesday.  We have the support of the staff and 
many volunteers help with the music, readings, set-up and transportation of clients 
to the auditorium for mass.  

 



We maintain the ‘pray for’ lists in the Sunday bulletin and send out weekly updates 
to the  Prayer Circle by e-mail and bi-weekly by regular mail.   

 
Many clients are happy to receive  At Home With the Word to follow the Sunday 
readings.  They also get the church bulletin to keep up with our parish news and 
events.  We also provide them with the little books for the different liturgical 
seasons.  
 
We can be contacted by phone at (650)494-2496 X22 or by e-mail to Mary at 
fongmt@hotmail.com. 
 
Our strength is in our dedicated and caring ministers and parishioners.  Our 
ministry is very rewarding and fulfilling and we are inspired by our many devote 
clients.  We are supported by wonderful volunteers like our musician and our 
Legion of Mary helpers at the masses.   

 
The Prayer Circle has increased in membership and it is heart-warming to 

see the responses of the members to the weekly e-mails and their concern for our 
sick.  We are very fortunate to have the prayer shawl group who make beautiful 
shawls for our seriously sick friends. 

 
There is a group of caring parishioners who make cards for the use of our 

elderly clients and all our friends love the beautiful Christmas ornaments made by 
one of our parishioner. 

 
Our weakness is the lack of awareness of our parishioners regarding our 

services even though we are on the front page of the bulletin.  We intend to keep a 
running notice in the e-bulletin to publicize our services. 
      

  



 

Our Parish Site Committees 
 

Our	Lady	of	the	Rosary	

(3233	Cowper	Street,	Palo	Alto)	

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission: The Our Lady of the Rosary Site Committee provides a forum for ideas, 
communication, and leadership in matters of hospitality, environment, and 
initiatives for the parishioners at the OLR Site. 

 
Meeting Schedule:   We meet every month or two, depending on future activities.  
Nominally, we gather after the 10:30 Mass on a Sunday convenient for most 
members.  Coordination occurs on a week to week basis and meetings can be 
rescheduled by mutual agreement.  

 
Membership:  Carole Brown, Laura Chiu, Mary-Ann Ho, Lydia Kou (PSC rep.), Jerry 
Lucha, Chris (acting Chair)  & Nora Lundin, Jim McLaughlin, William & Anne 
Morrison, Katia Reeves, Arnoldo Alcazar, John & Roberta Uebbing, Laurie Vavuris, 
Arto Antilla  and Vivien Fong plus any other interested Mass attendees. Many 
hands make light work. So the OLR Site Committee is actively recruiting new 
members. Look for a big membership push this Fall. 

 
We Welcome Newcomers Joining our Worship Site:   Our WELCOME TABLE is set 
up twice a month in the hall to register newcomers, answer questions and 
distribute information about parish activities.  Roberta Uebbing has been a stalwart 
at manning the Welcome Table.  
 
Worship Opportunities: 

The 8:30 am daily Mass Monday through Friday, currently averaging 30 attendees. 



The 9 am Sunday Mass primarily serves the Hispanic Community and is very well 
attended. [Church is usually completely full.] 

The 10:30 am Sunday Mass has a large attendance.  The 4th Sunday of each month 
at 10:30 is Family Mass Sunday.  (Most of the ministers are regularly scheduled 
youth.) 

OLR Activities 

S.O.U.P. continued through August 2016. It is temporarily on hiatus.  All are 
invited every other Wednesday during most of the year and every Wednesday @ 
6PM during Lent except Holy Week.   Bring your bowls (and perhaps some cheese 
and crackers to share) socialize with your fellow parishioners and donate what you 
would have spent on the meal.   Proceeds are divided among several worthy 
projects, including our Fr. Jack Donald, former parishioner, who has been working 
in Honduras for many years. 

Fr. Dat’s Goodbye Celebration June 5th after 10:30AM Mass. 

Faith Formation Pancake Breakfast was on August 14 was a success, great thanks to 
the Knights of Columbus.  

Palo Alto Peace Walk and Picnic coordinated with Multi Faith of Voices was held 
on Sunday, September 11th 2-4pm. Walk starts at Congregation Etz Chayim and will 
end at OLR.  After the walk, all were invited to the annual 9/11 Peace Picnic 
hosted by American Muslim Voice at Mitchell Park. 

All Parish Picnic is on September 18th hosted at OLR, the Parish’s 30th Anniversary. 

Kickoff Youth BBQ is on September 25th. 

RCIA Reunion was planned and held September 11, 2016. 

Christmas Faire is November 5th at OLR. 

Other Updates: 

Solar Panels on the roof of our OLR school generate the majority of electricity 
used at the site. Thanks to the donors and the volunteers who organized the project 
and helped with the installation, this project will keep on giving to the parish for 
the next 25 years or so.   No parish funds were expended and there is a modest 
maintenance reserve. Larry and Katia Reeves reports that June and July payments 
were $0 and the savings YTD is $3,468 and savings since installation over $8,515. 

The vestibule restrooms were painted this year.  The rest of the facilities are in 
pretty good shape based on their recent inspection.  If parishioners happen to 
notice any facilities problems, they are encouraged to bring them to the attention of 
any of the above site committee members. 

Emergency Preparedness/Communications: Installation of emergency 2-way radios 
that will interconnect each of the three sites and the Pastoral Center when staffed 



during an emergency have been completed by Larry Reeves. Training of ushers and 
other interested members in operation and net procedures will be scheduled TBD. 

Plumbing re-piping completed at OLR 
consisting of new copper pipes from Cowper 
Street mainline to school. Project completed in 
August. Exposed copper pipes will be painted 
TBD. 

OLR Facilities and grounds inspection cracks in 
the parking lots asphalt, trip hazards and 
flaking/peeling paint around window frames. 
Inspection was performed by Larry Reeves, Chris 
Lundin and Jim McLaughlin. 

Green Team’s next project is to conduct inventory of water heaters of STA 
sites and to explore replacement of water heaters as they expire to heat pumps 
which is a source of cleaner energy usage.  

 

OLR Liturgy Related Items this coming year: 

§ The three Scrutiny liturgies and RCIA rites will be celebrated at the OLR 
10:30 Mass on the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of Lent. 

§ March 16th Wednesday First Reconciliation:  6pm 

§ March 20th Palm Sunday:  Procession of Palms (Note, the Hispanic Mass will 
be at the usual time that day, instead of shifting to 8:30am. 

§ March 21st Lenten Penance Liturgy:  7 pm 

§ March 22nd Parish Seder Meal:  6:30pm  @OLR  (must book reservation in 
advance) 

§ March 24th Easter Triduum Holy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:30 
pm OLR and Adoration & Night Prayer  9pm-10pm OLR 

§ March 25th Good Friday:  Stations 3pm OLR, Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
7:30 pm OLR Spanish 

§ March 26th Holy Saturday:  Morning Prayer OLR 8:30am 

§ Easter Sunday:  Regular Sunday Mass Schedule 

§ April 3rd  Divine Mercy Sunday—Chaplet of Mercy (after 10:30 am Mass) 
OLR 

§ September 20th Opening night of Spirituality Tuesday 

§ October 2nd Blessing of Animals OLR 1:00pm 

§ October 16th Anointing of the Sick (All Masses) 

§ November 1st All Saints Day 

§ November 24th Thanksgiving Day Holy Mass (Bilingual) OLR 9:30am 

§ December 24th Vigil of Christmas OLR 5:00pm 



§ December 25th Mass (regular schedule) 

 

Prepared and submitted by Lydia Kou, OLR Site Representative to PSC 

 

Saint	Albert	the	Great	Church		

(1095	Channing	Avenue,	Palo	Alto)	
 
 St. Albert the Great Church continues to be the center of liturgical 
celebrations at that site on Saturdays at  5 PM and Sundays at 9:00 AM.  It is also 
the worship site for the St. Basil the Great Byzantine community on Sundays at 
11:00 AM.  The Sacrament of Penance is available between 4:15 and 4:45 before 
the Saturday evening Mass.  The Easter Vigil is traditionally celebrated here and an 
all-night Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament occurs following the 5 PM Mass on 
the eve of the Feast of Corpus Christi until the 9 AM Mass on the following 
morning. 

 The Jim Chinn Library, which is located in the SAG Church vestibule, 
is celebrating its 5th year anniversary.  It is open any time the Church is open and 
operates on the honor system.  Books are shelved under the following categories: 
Biography, Liturgy, Meditations, Parish Life, Prayers, Scripture, Self-Help, Spiritual 
Life, Theology and Miscellaneous. Donations of appropriate books are accepted.   
 As with all three St. Thomas Aquinas church sites, St. Albert the Great 
Church has its own unique attributes that dictate its usage.  It is the only site that 
has not only a large church and a community hall for gatherings, but abuts St. 
Elizabeth Seton School whose classrooms and large auditorium/gymnasium can be 
made available to the parish community.  Conveniently, all three buildings are at 
street level making handicapped access without ramps possible. The stately interior 
of the church, combined with its size, make it an appropriate gathering place for 
major, parish-wide liturgical events, most notably the Easter Vigil. The Hospitality 
Center hosts worshippers after Sunday Masses, after funerals and for special events 
including Adult Spiritual Development meetings.  It is also the venue for a Sunday 
luncheon shared by the Byzantine community of St. Basil the Great that celebrates 
an 11 AM Mass in the church.   
 
The worshipping community of St. Albert the Great is a friendly and richly diverse 
one.  It is comprised of several ethnic groups with families and individuals of all 
ages.  There is an ongoing effort to include community members in liturgical 
ministry and site planning.  A Site Committee of 11 members meets at the 
Hospitality Center on the second Sunday of each month.  Meetings are open to all 
and new membership is welcomed.  
 
The Rectory 
The Parish Rectory, which is on the site, this past year housed Pastor Matthew 
Stanley, our two Parochial Vicars, Fathers Dat Luong and Stasys Mikalonis, and 
O’Connor Hospital Chaplain, Fr. Randy Valenton, as well as visiting clergy like 



Father Franklin Epie from Cameroon.  In July 2016, Fr. Michael Gazzingan took up 
residence as parochial vicar, as Fr. Dat was reassigned to Our Lady of Refuge 
Parish in San Jose. Also living in the rectory now is Fr. Sev Kuupuo, who is studying 
Clinical Pastoral Education (hospital ministry) at Stanford Health Care. 

 
Hospitality Center 
The Hospitality Center, which is across the driveway from the church building, 
continues to be a welcoming gathering place following the 9 AM Mass thanks to 
the organization and efforts of 8 site families.  A Sunday luncheon is held there by 
the Byzantine community after the 11 AM Mass.  It is the venue for the Spirituality 
Tuesday Assemblies, Thursday Morning Scripture and Faith Sharing, RCIA meetings 
and various committee meetings. It is also used for funeral receptions when 
requested by decedents’ families and various committee meetings.  St. Elizabeth 
Seton School uses the room during school hours for tutoring and homework 
supervision. 
 
St. Elizabeth Seton School Improvements 
Over the Christmas holidays, the newly replaced roof over the 
gymnasium/auditorium was outfitted with 126 solar panels, Phase 2 in the parish 
solar project. The projected annual savings is $7,500 per year for a duration of 25 
years. Also new to the school is the new $50,000 state-of the-art computerized 
movie theatre which was installed in the auditorium. The project was made 
possible by a $25,000 donation matched by the parish. 
  
Faith Formation  
Religious Education classes for pre-school through 5th grade children are held in St. 
Elizabeth Seton School after the 9:00 AM Mass each Sunday and are taught by 
committed parents.  Held at the same time is a new parents’ program titled 
Parents.Jesus, which is a forum for adult discussion.  It is moderated by Thibaut de 
Bretagne and Carole Barrett and is enjoying much success.  During the Liturgy of 
the Word at Sunday 9 AM Masses, parent Cyndy Dy gathers the children attending 
Mass into the Chinn Library for Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Adult Faith 
Formation opportunities are the Spirituality Tuesday Assemblies and Thursday 
Morning Scripture and Faith Sharing, both of which are parish-wide activities.  
They take place in the St. Albert the Great Hospitality Center at 7 PM and 10 AM, 
respectively.  
  
Liturgical Ministry 
The site enjoys the participation of many community members as liturgical 
ministers. Ministries that are experiencing a need for more participation are altar 
serving, although those young people who currently serve are faithful and 
committed, and sacristans, needed at both Masses. 
 
“The Great News” 
The SAG site newsletter, “The Great News,” is issued three times a year. It focuses 
on site concerns, events and activities, and on individuals and families who 



worship at the site.  Editor, Pat Keicher, welcomes and encourages readers to 
suggest or write about topics.  She can be contacted at patkeicher@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Events 
Each year the auditorium at St. Elizabeth Seton School is used for parish-wide 
social events.  This annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner was held there and was totally 
sold out this year. The auditorium’s new projection system was used throughout the 
evening to project scenes of Ireland. 
 
On February 20th this year’s Deanery 2 “Day of Reflection on Social Justice” 
convened in the school auditorium for the keynote presentation on chronic 
homelessness and how the Catholic Worker House of San Jose is engaged in 
addressing it. Attendees then proceeded to the Hospitality Center and school 
classrooms for the presentation of different topics and discussion.  
 
Each Triduum, St. Albert Church is the venue for the Easter Vigil Mass, starting with 
the lighting of the Easter fire and culminating in the reception of the Easter 
sacraments by those seeking full communion with the Catholic Church.  This year 
seven candidates were baptized and joined nine others in receiving First Eucharist 
and Confirmation. 

  
SAG Site Committee Business 

 The Emergency Response Sheet drawn up by Ted Baer and Roland 
Quintero has been finalized,  printed and laminated.  It is now diisplayed in the 
sacristy and in various locations in the church.  The featured instructions were 
drawn from the manual written by Jim McLaughlin of the parish Building and 
Maintenance Committee and were tailored to the SAG site. The focus now will be 
on training various liturgical ministers in giving directions during such an 
emergency.  

 
Plans are firming up under the leadership of Ted Baer, Roland Quintero and Donna 
Pellizzari for the replacement of the 30 year old carpeting in the church and the 
necessary drive to raise the money to finance it..  There is still discussion about 
replacing the asphalt tile floor. 
 
The Site Committee chooses recipients from each of the two Mass communities for 
the Annual Ministry Awards.  This year’s awards were conferred on 5 PM altar 
servers, Michelle Amalraj and Gabrielle Candera, for their faithful and comitted 
service, and on Florence de Bretagne of the 9 AM community for her leadership 
and commitment to faith formation. The Pope Paul VI Awards for service in 
ministry  were awarded to Susan Adams and  Rosemary Finnerty (both 35 years), 
Joan Meyn (30 years) and Penny McNeil (25 years). 
 
The Site Committee was on hand after the Easter Vigil Mass to welcome visitors to 
the reception provided by Community Life and to help clean up.  
 



An on-going focus of the council is to provide welcome and hospitality to 
newcomers who register after Mass.  There will be an attempt to introduce each 
newcomer to another parishioner at the time of registration.  
 
At the March meeting, Neil Barrett formally replaced Pat Briggs as Site Chair and 
Julie Sanford replaced Pat Keicher as PSC Representative.          
  
The Site Committee meets in the Hospitality Center on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
after the 9 AM Mass and welcomes new members. 

  
Schedule of Masses and Sacraments 
 Saturday: Mass:   5:00 PM   
       Sacrament of Penance: 4:15 PM to 4:45 PM 
Sunday     Mass:     9:00 AM                        
                 Byzantine Mass:     11:00 AM 

 
Traditional Events 
St. Elizabeth Seton School gymnasium/auditorium is the venue for five 

traditional events: 
• Annual Pancake Breakfast 
• The Knights of Columbus Crab Dinner Dance 
• The Volunteer Appreciation Celebration given by the parish staff 
• The St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
• Winter Spaghetti Dinner 

 
 

St.	Thomas	Aquinas	Site		

(751	Waverley	Street,	Palo	Alto)	
 

The May Fete parade lemonade giveaway attracted many people to our site. This 
parade is an annual tradition that’s 100% Palo Alto homegrown. It draws hundreds 
of marchers (mostly elementary and high school students) and spectators to our 
neighborhood. Once again in 2016, many families of paraders watched happily 
from perches right in front of St. Thomas Aquinas Church. And once again, we 
gave away simple refreshments to dozens of thirsty passersby. 

As in past years, lemonade was to be the main beverage offered, but the morning 
turned out much cooler than expected, so our volunteers fired up the coffee urn at 
Thomas House, and handed out cups of java as well. 

The “Church Open” sign on the sidewalk, and the sounds of baroque organ music 
(played by Bill Mahrt) wafting out from inside, drew quite a few people into the 
church to look around. One gentleman said he had lived nearby for years but had 
always been a little afraid to go in; a young couple stopped to take a picture and 
told us they had been married there several years ago. 



Our thanks go out to Chris Mardesich, STA Youth Minister, who recruited young 
volunteer helpers in the persons of Mikee, Elias, David and Pierre. They made 
lemonade, refilled the dispensers, and handed out lemonade with a smile. Next 
year, they said, “we should give out cookies too!” Grateful lemonade drinkers left 
$70 in donations. 

Our little downtown church continues to captivate young and old with its quiet 
Catholic beauty. 

Memorial Garden was spruced up nicely on Saturday, June 25, by a small group of 
dedicated weekend gardeners from the parish. Some sixty holes had to be dug for 
new plantings, which included fifty dwarf agapanthus plants donated by Vicki 
Sullivan from her own garden. Kids raked and swept and patted dirt around the 
new plants. 

The St. Ann Choir, led by Bill Mahrt, continued to make STA their home this year, 
singing every Sunday at the noon “Gregorian” Mass and providing sumptuous Mass 
settings from the Renaissance for every major feast day. The 

Choir continues to grow in recognition; its Facebook page has almost 200 “likes” 
from all over the world. Several new attendees said “I came because I saw the 
Gregorian Chant sign outside.” 

 



 
The Summer “Meaningful Movies” series continued, with screenings of spiritually 
significant movies on several Sunday afternoons in the basement of Thomas House. 
Shared snacks and casual discussions follow each showing. Pictures selected have 
included 1973’s “Jesus Christ Superstar” and “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” from 1999. 

The Thomas House Library has grown, and new bookcases have been installed in 
the first floor hallway to accommodate much new material. Ted Baer continues to 
lead the small band of volunteers who open the library to the public several times 
each week at noon. 

St. Catherine’s Corner, a small information station, was set up this year in a little-
used part of the church vestibule. Its purpose is to provide an attractive, orderly 
place to display parish event and ministry information, and solid Catholic doctrinal 
literature as an outreach to non-Catholics and those who have drifted away from 
the Faith. Its motto comes from St. Catherine of Siena: “One who knows more, 
loves more.” 

The crumbling front steps of the church need replacement, it has been 
determined; missing chunks of concrete from a patch job done several years ago 
are presenting a real safety hazard. Planning continues as of this writing. Because 
of the building’s historical status, the City of Palo Alto must approve the final plans 
to ensure that the visual integrity of the façade is preserved. Proposals being 
considered include installing new concrete stairs, perhaps with fieldstone or marble 
facing. The actual work will take several weeks, once the project gets the green 
light. 

The church’s exterior is due for repainting. The best technical advice calls for 
repainting a wooden surface with this kind of exposure to sun and rain every seven 
to nine years, with a careful prepping of the wood each time. The existing paint job 
developed bubbles and flaking within a couple of years of application, probably 



because the prep stage was not done consistently. Bids for the work will be sought 
from three companies, with the preparation work getting plenty of scrutiny. 

Security of the church building has been improved with the installation of a 
keypad lock on the back door that leads into the sacristies. Distribution of the 
keypad code is being carefully managed. 

  
 
 
 
 

Our Other Parish Ministries  
 

Green	Committee	
 

Members: Ann Akey, Paul Chestnut, Laura Chiu, Anne Fillin, Laisz Lam, Walt 
Lundin, and Katia Reeves 

 
Membership:  We welcome new members to join us in this effort for the common 
good. Please contact Katia Reeves at katia.reeves@sbcglobal.net 

 
Mission Statement: The Green Committee of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, on behalf 
of the parish community, works to advocate for Catholic principles and priorities in 
environmental issues and decisions, especially as they impact those who are poor 
and vulnerable. The committee works to inspire the parish community to discern 
and act in ways that reflect our duty to care for God’s Creation.  

 
Pope Francis writes in Laudato Si,  
# 25: “Climate change is a global problem with grave implications: environmental, 
social, economic, political and for the distribution of goods.” 
#13: “The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to 
bring the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral 
development, for we know that things can change.” 



 
Response to Laudato Si:  
1. Helped organize a local event on Sep 24, 2015, when Pope Francis addressed 
the Joint Congress, and participated as a panelist in the Silicon Valley Action for 
Climate Justice. Arranged for Dan Misleh, Executive Director of the Catholic 
Climate Covenant, to join via Skype to talk about that day in Washington DC. The 
event was video recorded and appears on cable periodically. 

 
2. At the October 14 meeting, the PSC voted for our parish to endorse the Paris 
Pledge to reduce our carbon pollution by 50% by the year 2030, and being carbon 
neutral by 2050. This pledge joined those of other Catholic and interfaith 
institutions and individuals across the United States and was sent to the UN climate 
negotiators in Paris.  

 
3. Three of us presented “Making Laudato Si’ a Part of Your Life” at Spirituality 
Tuesday, Oct 27. About 21 people attended. Provided handouts with ideas of 
actions people can take. 

 
4. Attended in the Climate Conference “Our Future on a Shared Planet” in 
November at Santa Clara University. Cardinal Peter Turkson celebrated Mass at the 
Mission Church. Bishop McGrath and other clergy were also at the Mass. 

 
5. A group from the Green Committee worked with the DSJ Catholic Green 
Initiative to try to revive the program and respond to Laudato Si at the diocese 
level. We produced one of the workshops, Care for Our Common Home, at the 
Social Justice Day of Reflection, held at St. Elizabeth Seton on February 20. As a 
result, we connected with and supported a member of St. William / St. Nicholas 
Parish in Los Altos to the successfully establish a Green Team. 

 
6. Fr. Matt gave us time on the agenda at the quarterly Deanery 2 meeting and we 
presented a proposal for bringing Laudato Si’ to the parishes.  

 
7. Prepared and distributed the STA 2016 Lenten Caring for Creation – Mercy for 
our Fragile Earth handout with weekly ideas for caring for creation. 

 
8. Attended the Palo Alto City Council meeting on April 18 when they adopted the 
goal to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2030. Two of the citizen speakers 
prior to the vote quoted Pope Francis and the Encyclical. 

 
9. In mid-April, communicated some of our accomplishments to a reporter from 
Our Sunday Visitor (a national newsweekly) who wrote about what parishes and 
dioceses are doing to respond to Laudato Si’. A photo of our OLR solar panels was 
published in the article. 

 
10. Submitted our team photo to the Global Catholic Climate Movement at their 
request as part of the Encyclical’s first anniversary commemoration. 

 



11. We submitted Care for Creation Prayers of the faithful for regular use at all the 
Masses. 

 
12. We wrote articles about the Encyclical that were published in the Valley 
Catholic. 

 
Faithful Citizens - Advocacy and Education: 
13. Attended a discussion: “Can the 2015 Paris UN Conference on Climate Change 
Save the Planet?” led by two scientist members of the UN IPCC who were at the 
conference. Short summary: while the agreements reached are encouraging, they 
are not enough to prevent irreversible consequences. Global emissions need to be 
reduced by 3% per year. Only 8% of the US population are climate change 
deniers. 

 
14. We organized and hosted a presentation about “Carbon Fee and Dividend” by 
a member of the Citizens’ Climate Lobby. We invited the Peninsula Interfaith 
Climate Action group also. The attendance was about 35 people and the 
information was well received. We wrote an article about the event and published 
it in the Valley Catholic. This was in response to: “There is an urgent need to 
develop policies so that, in the next few years, the emission of carbon dioxide and 
other highly polluting gases can be drastically reduced.” Laudato Si #26 

 
15. Continue to mentor local and out-of-state parishes that find us through our 
Green Committee web page. We have found that our web page is used as a 
resource in a number of parishes and the San Francisco Archdiocese. The main 
questions are “How do we start a Green Committee at our parish?” and “We are 
interested in installing solar panels at our parish (or convent), how do we go about 
it?” Our web page is updated regularly. 

 
16. Hosted the screening of “This Changes Everything” based on the Naomi Klein 
book on environmental justice. Invited the interfaith group to join us. About 45 
people attended. 

 
17. Organized a voter registration drive at all the sites for all the Mass times. We 
found this to be a good community service event for our voters. 

 
18. Wrote a letter to editor in support of the ban of plastic bags and it was 
published in the Mercury News. 

 
19. We continue the Green Corners and bulletin inserts with the Encyclical 
teachings and other environmental information. 

 
Generating Our Own Renewable Energy: 
20. Held the second successful drive to install solar panels in our parish. Thanks to 
our wonderful and generous parishioners, the SAG installation was completed on 
January 4, 2016. It passed the three inspections with flying colors the first time. This 
installation is projected to save more than $7,500 per year. It adds to the more than 



$6,000 per year already saved by the OLR installation. As electricity costs  go up, 
our savings are increasing. (By the way, the Archdiocese of San Francisco allows 
only solar installations paid by the parishes and not the lease options.)  Wrote an 
article about our solar projects and was published in the Valley Catholic. 

 
21. Completed our participation in the Palo Alto Utilities benchmark pilot program 
for the SAG site. This resulted in a smoother application process for the rebate for 
the solar installation. 

 
Our Own Carbon Dioxide Sequestration 
22. The remaining trees of the Tree Planting Plan were planted last fall, replacing 
the many trees lost to pests around the OLR back parking lot.  
A tree can absorb as much as 48 pounds of carbon dioxide per year, and can 
sequester one ton of carbon dioxide by the time it reaches 40 years old. [1] 

 
Energy Conservation: 
23. The new digital timer to control the boiler and pump at OLR was installed in 
June, 2015. We made this change after our recommendation to move daily Mass to 
Dermody Chapel during cold weather was not accepted. The reason: the boiler and 
pump had to run for a minimum of 4 to 5 hours starting at around 4:30am to heat 
the church, resulting in a waste of energy. Calculated that 1,630 lbs of CO2 
emissions are released during the 6 cold months the boiler operates for heating the 
OLR Church for daily Mass.  
 
Update: This measure was very effective. The gas consumption at OLR for the 
months of Sep 2015 through February 2016 was significantly less than the same 
months since 2012.  The number of therms used over these months for this year 
was less than the average number for the three previous years by 1148.7 therms, 
which is equivalent to about $1149.  

 
24. Through a number of measures, we reduced the carbon footprint from natural 
gas consumption at our parish facilities by 43% from 2009 through 2015 [see 
graph]. The side benefit is the energy cost savings.  In 2009 we emitted 156.9 
metric tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) due to natural gas and in 2015 it went down 
to 89 metric tons. One metric ton = 2,205 lbs. We can still reduce more emissions 
and achieve cost savings on utility bills. With the gas winter rate of $1 per therm, 
we can achieve significant savings during the cold months. One such step is to use 
occupancy sensing thermostats in facilities prone to being heated when not in use. 
Along with the Building and Equipment Maintenance Committee, we will pilot two 
of them this fall. 

 



 
 

25. Continue to implement the Zero Waste Is Possible program by reducing plastic 
and eliminated styrofoam at parish events by using compostable utensils. The 
recyclables, compostables, and landfill waste bins at all the sites are now the norm. 
At the St. Patrick’s dinner individual water bottles and soda cans were eliminated 
and Guinness was on tap.  

 
26. Held the annual and popular free-cycle event at the parish picnic. This fits the 
"re-use" side of the “reduce, re-use, recycle” triangle.  

 
27. Continue advocating for veggie burgers at the parish picnic with a poster 
showing the environmental impacts of meat. As always, they all were consumed. 

 
28. Thanks to our compassionate parishioners, we collected 108 used eyeglasses, 1 
pair of contacts and $11 at the three STA sites for up-cycling through the Lions 
International Sight Program to help people in developing countries.  

 
Recognition:  
29. Received from State Senator Jerry Hill the California Senate Certificate of 
Recognition for our work to protect the environment. 

 
30. Attended in January the California Interfaith Power & Light’s Post-Cop 21 
NorCal gathering in San Francisco. Our work at St. Thomas Aquinas parish was 
recognized.  

 
We would like to thank and acknowledge the tremendous and continuing support 
from the Building and Equipment Maintenance Committee in reducing our parish 
carbon footprint. 

 
Katia Reeves 
 
[1] https://www.americanforests.org/discover-forests/tree-facts/ 
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Building	and	Equipment	Maintenance	
 

MISSION: The Building & Equipment Maintenance Committee is responsible for the 
building maintenance of the 11 facilities of the Parish, the use of these facilities and the 
safety of people using these facilities. With the help of each site committee, we complete 
regular inspections of all facilities and we receive input from the Parish that determine the 
need for upkeep, repairs, replacements and all other projects, both large and small. These 
are prioritized by the committee. 
 
COMMITTEE: Helen Baumann, Chair; Ted Baer, Vice Chair; Charles Guenzer, Secretary; Lydia 
Kuo, Jerry Lucha, Jim McLaughlin, Katia Reeves, Larry Reeves, Chuck Tully and Bill Morrison. 
 
 

 
 
 

WORK: Meetings are held at the PC at 0930 the 4th Wednesday of the month (except for 
August and December). Average attendance is eight people. Detailed minutes are prepared, 
approved and retained as the official record of our work 
 
The work of the committee is “behind the scene” and very straightforward. 
 

OVERVIEW 
  

1. GOOD NEWS 
THE SOLAR PROGRAM HAS BEEN A COMPLETE SUCCESS. We expect to save 
$13,500 each year (and more as rates increase) as a result of installing solar 
panels at the OLR site and SAG site. Part of these programs was to set aside 
funds for future expenses (inverters must be replaced every 10-12 years). The 
reserve at OLR is $13,905 and the reserve at SAG is $9,250 The panels are 
completely paid for and reserve money is available for future costs. 
 



2. CURRENT NEWS 
 The next major project is to replace the carpet at SAG. A fund raiser was held last  
 Spring and the FAC has designated $3,500 to this project. More fund raising  
 scheduled for this year. Current project estimate is $75K. 
 
3. BAD NEWS 

     The current five-year plan lists 20 projects at an estimated cost of $543K. The current 
 reserve at the Diocese is less than $400K. Note that during the last 15 years the  

      investment in major projects in our Parish is well over $300K/year. There is a significant  
      funding shortfall that our Parish must start to address. The longer we delay action, the more  
      significant this problem will become. 
 

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS 
          4. The committee has worked on the following key projects during the year: 

1. OLR summer heat: Two possible solutions were investigated, project dropped.  
   2   AED (Defibreilators.): We continue to read about more installations in public areas  
       Requesting Diocese approval for putting AED’s in all Parish facilities. Chuck 
       reported the Diocese may be easing rules. New “White paper” in progress. 

       3.   STA church front steps: Still being investigated. Big question is do we replace  
           or improve. Need approval from City. Plan for late 2016 completion. 

            4.  SESS kitchen sink failed health inspection: Required corrections complete. 
       5.  First Aid Kits: Several found lacking required contents. Repairs are complete. 

             6.  Great California Earthquake Shakeout Drill: STA results OK. 
   7.  Parish wide Usher’s Manual: Updated in June 2015 and in Jan 2016.  

           8. Walkway at OLR: Asphalt finally hardened, repair complete.  
9. Three-year facility inspections for 2015-16 completed. 

   10. SAG inspection found carpet repair: Unsuccessful. Now a special project.  
   11. SAG lawn rebate: (If convert to xeric plantings.) Dropped. 
   12. Multiple re-roofing projects complete during summer 2015. Three roofs were   
         replaced at a cost of $65K: SAGC flat, SESS gym & TH basement entrance 
   13. Senior Housing at OLR, sub committee actively working on project. Interest 
         from the One Planet group may help this project. 
   14. Five-year maintenance plan: Updated as of March 2016. 

 
 

Communications	Board	
  

The mission of the Communications Board is to build an information-rich 
environment to connect and inform all members of the parish, and sometimes 
members of the surrounding community.  The bulk of the Board’s efforts surround a 
few key communications activities which are produced and delivered on a recurring 
basis. 

  
The four main communications vehicles our parish employs are: 

• the weekly paper bulletin and the eBulletin 
• imaging literature (posters, flyers) 



• the parish website (http://www.paloaltocatholic.org)  
 
What’s Working 
 

Parish Web Site: Maintaining excellence! The new site went live July 2011.  Nora 
Lundin, Liturgy Director, is responsible for the maintenance of the parish Website, 
assisted by Fr. Matt. Both are prolific posters. The site is kept very current.  

 
eBulletin: First issue: May 25, 2007. It has been published weekly ever since. It 
remains a useful parish tool for timely dissemination of information. We currently 
have 411 members subscribed. The eBulletin goes out every Friday morning,  We 
gain new subscribers and othes fall off due to moving out of the parish, death, etc. 

 
Site-Based Newsletters. While not the direct work of the Communications Board, two 
site-based newsletters certainly contribute to parish information flow. Steeple Talk is 
the work of the STA Site Committee (Editor Kay Williams) . This monthly publication 
began in May 2007 along with the eBulletin and is a very useful tool for that worship 
site.  The St. Albert the Great News debuted in January 2013. It is a site-
specific newsletter and is the  effort of Pat Keicher and with the help of Roland 
Quintero and other contributors.  

  
Event Posters: Roland also photographs and chronicles major parish events and 
liturgies and made composite posters available in our vestibules. Posters for the Solar 
Panel committee were done in March and rotated for viewing at various churches.  

 
Space Constraints in the Paper Bulletin: We pretty regularly do not have enough room 
in the Sunday Bulletin for all the information requested to be put into it. The eBulletin, 
since it has no size/space limits, is always available.    

 
Size/Energy of Group: The Communications Board is really just a handful of people. 
To be effective, you really have to be immersed in the parish schedule, information 
flow, etc. It is not easy to drop in occasionally. Increasing the size of the group has 
been a challenge.  We always welcome new members to the committee. 

 
The committee is giving thought  for a more progressive communications system, 
either thru Facebook, Twitter or  other means to communicate to committee chairs 
and parishioners interested in being kept more alert to events within the parish.  

 
Membership 

The members of our Communications Board are Chris Lundin (who is our Chair and 
ebulletin editor), Kay Williams, and Roland Quintero (parish photographer and our 
PSC rep).  Nora Lundin is our parish staff liaison and works closely with the small 
team. 

Respectfully submitted:  Roland Quintero, PSC rep  
 



 
 

							Community	Life	
 

No report available.
 

 

Human	Concerns	Committee	(HCC)	
 

The HCC continues its work of parish education and participation in a variety of 
social justice activities.   

 
St. Vincent de Paul Society  
The two chapters of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, one at St. Francis Church in 
East Palo Alto, and one at St. Thomas Aquinas, continue to provide emergency help 
to those in need.  

 
The St. Thomas Aquinas Conference of St. Vincent de Paul volunteers are 
normally on duty at the Pastoral Center on Monday and Wednesday for two 
hours.  Most of our drop-in clients need daily food bags, food vouchers, gas or 
bus fare, and sometimes clothing or furniture vouchers to the SVdP store, car 
registration for live-ins, and prescriptions.  We also make home visits to help with 
rent. We manage donated funds from parishioners carefully, but sometimes run 
very low and are only able to give limited assistance. 

 
The East Palo Alto St. Francis Conference of St. Vincent de Paul, with very strong 
financial and volunteer help from the St. Thomas community, is very active in 
shoring up the safety net in East Palo Alto and East Menlo Park.  These volunteers 
respond to approximately 40 emergency calls per week from families requesting 
assistance with rent, utilities, food, furniture, and appliances.  They assist with 
transportation for many children who received Hidden Villa Camp Summer 
Camp scholarships. They assist with the distribution of Thanksgiving food boxes 
to many families. And, with the parish giving trees, parishioners donated 
hundreds of toys for Christmas distribution to the community by the Ecumenical 
Hunger Program (EHP).  



 
Social Justice Day  
On Saturday, February 20, 2016, Deanery 2 offered a day of prayer, study, and 
reflection on the social justice teachings of the Catholic Church and the call to live 
our lives according to those teachings.   The theme was “Praise Be! A Call to Live 
Mercy in Our Common Home.”  The meetings were held at St. Elizabeth Seton 
School.  The keynote speaker was Fumi Tosu of the San Jose Catholic Worker, a 
house of hospitality for homeless women, and women with children.  There were 
between 50 and 60 attendees.  $650 was collected, and this amount allowed 
expenses to be covered.  The workshops were well-received, judging from the 
“Commitment Forms” that many attendees filled out. 

 
Death penalty abolition 
We have been engaged in an effort to place an initiative on the November ballot to 
replace California’s death penalty system.  This initiative, called the Justice That 
Works Act of 2016, will re-sentence the nearly 750 people currently on death row 
in our state to life in prison without the possibility of parole.  It is estimated that this 
approach will save the state $60M. A rally, planned by CPF, was held on March 20 
at Lytton Plaza to inspire people to gather signatures.  Our committee collected 
signatures on two Sundays outside our churches in April; we collected 162 
signatures.  Over 600,000 signatures were collected statewide, which was greater 
than the number required.  The initiative has qualified for the November ballot. 

 
Other events: Terry McCaffrey attended the Clergy Against the State Executions 
breakfast at Temple Emanu-El  in San Francisco on October 1, 2015. Terry 
McCaffrey attended the Just Desserts event for Clergy Against the State Executions 
in Salinas for the Diocese of Monterey; Bishop Garcia was in attendance. 

 
Have a Heart Sunday 
The HCC sponsored “Have a Heart Sunday” on February 20 and February 21. At 
each Mass that weekend, we collected new, unopened underwear and warm socks 
for people who receive services at the Opportunity Center in Palo Alto.  We 
collected about 67 packages, and donations of more than $1200. 
 
Hotel De Zink 
As in past years, our parishioners provided food for the homeless during two weeks 
in April at the Church of Christ and during two weeks in August at the Christian 
Reform Church. 

 
Anti-Torture Campaign 
June is “Torture Awareness Month.”  Our parish makes note of this event in several 
ways.  For three consecutive Sundays in June, we set up a table in front of each 
church containing educational materials and also two petitions: one to end 
prolonged solitary confinement, and one to close the Guantanamo prison.  We 



placed the "Torture is Wrong" banners at each of our churches, as we have been 
doing since 2008, to show publicly that our Catholic faith tradition does not 
support torture. 

 
Our committee composed a letter in support of SB 124 which aims to prevent the 
use of solitary confinement in state and county juvenile prisons.  The letter was 
signed by all present at our July meeting and was sent to Loni Hancock, Chair of 
the Public Safety Committee, and to the bill’s author, Senator Mark Leno. 
 
Drones Quilt Project  

The Drones Quilt Project was created to raise awareness about the illegal and 
immoral use of weaponized drones by the United States, which are responsible 
for the deaths of thousands of people, primarily in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Each 
block of the quilts bears the name of a drone victim and was created by a 
different individual. The Drones Quilt Project exhibit has been seen by thousands 
as it has traveled around the country for the past 18 months, visiting 20 cities.  
The committee decided to participate in the project by displaying two quilts at 
one of our churches, along with informational posters.  We placed two quilts with 
stands at the OLR Hall on Saturday, February 13.  They were transferred to SAG 
Feb 20-21 for the Social Justice Day.   

 
SESS Books for Summer  
Our group collected books for the second graders at Elizabeth Seton School to 
provide reading material for these new readers for their summer vacations.  On the 
weekend of May 1, we stood outside the churches after each Mass.  We collected 
over 20 books and $498.  A sufficient number of books was purchased, and they 
were assembled into packages for each second grader and were distributed just 
prior to the summer break. 

For more information regarding our activities, please visit our parish’s 
website: PaloAltoCatholic.net > Ministries & Organizations > Human Concerns 
Committee. You can find our Mission Statement, monthly meeting minutes, and 
various news items. 
 

St.	Elizabeth	Seton	School	
 
It’s already October and Seton students are moving forward in this new school 
year!  They are busy learning, playing, praying and growing due to the support of 
their families, the school staff who works hard to provide a challenging, academic 
and religious education, the parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish who have 
provided financial support, and our donors who continue to lovingly share their 
talents and treasure.  We are also very fortunate to receive ongoing support from Fr. 
Matt, Fr. Stasys, and our new priest Fr. Michael. 

 



This past spring we had a successful golf tournament, the annual “Seton Scramble” 
at the Stanford Golf Course.   It was well attended and we raised over $40,000 for 
our school.  We are very grateful to those who attended and supported this 
important fundraiser. 

 
In the spring, we had interactive projectors installed in all the classrooms in our 
main building.  This was a tremendous addition for grades 1-8, and has proved to 
be a wonderful tool for our teachers in instructing our students. 

 
Video cameras were also installed outside the Pre-K and Kindergarten building, 
also known as “The Ark.“   The additional cameras are an extension of our school’s 
security system.  

 
In the coming months we’ll be making some renovations to our library in order to 
utilize our available space more efficiently.  Our current offices are cramped and 
we need additional space for the staff, as well as storage.  The existing library 
collection will be moved to the Extended Care facility.  The current library will be 
divided into three areas: two offices and a conference room.  I have already 
reviewed this with Fr. Matt and Chuck Tully as well as a representative from the 
Diocese of San Jose.   The office staff is looking forward to having more space. 

 
As many of you know, we welcomed a new Advancement Director, Carmel 
Caligaris to Seton in June.  Carmel is already getting to know everyone and is 
working hard to support our school.  The faculty continues to update the 
curriculum, attend professional development in-services, and provide field trip 
opportunities to extend our student’s foundation for high school.   

 
The 8th graders recently spent five days at the CYO Caritas Creek Environmental 
Education Program in Sonoma County.  I visited the students at camp with our vice 
principal, Ellen Maguire, and we spent one night with the class and their teacher.  
The 8th graders were very excited to see us!  This five-day experience away from 
home and school is always life changing for these junior high students. 

 
Our Parent Advisory Committee has been busy planning activities for this school 
year and will host their first dance for our school parents on Saturday, November 
5th.  This will be an opportunity for our parents to enjoy an evening as part of the 
Seton School Community.  

 
We welcome parishioners to visit the school to see our students in action and also 
invite you to our school masses that are held once a month and on holy days.   We 
are fortunate to have Chris Lundin accompany our school choir at our masses.  
Don’t hesitate to join us! 

 
Blessings to you all this fall! 



Evelyn M. Rosa 
Principal 

 

Finance	Advisory	Council	(FAC)	
 

MISSION: The Finance Advisory Council is established in conformity with the Code of Canon Law 
and the directives of the Bishop of San Jose to advise and assist the Pastor of the parish in all 
matters pertaining to parish and school finances.  

 
MEMBERS: Ft. Matt Stanley; Chuck Tully; Ted Baer, Chair; Carole Brown; Steve Carter; Veronica 
Duluk; Bill Morrison, Secretary; Mary Seabury; and Neale Wade.  
 
MEETINGS: Third Wednesday of the month from September to June at 7:00PM at SAGC. 

 
WORK: The most important responsibility is approving and monitoring the annual budget. Much of the 
work is reviewing the Building & Equipment maintenance Committee’s recommendations for major 
facilities projects. By nature of its mission all of the deliberations are sensitive and confidential and 
currently are not for publication. During church year more than two dozen important issues were 
discussed. 

 
 

       
  



St.	Thomas	Aquinas	Parish	

Financial	Report	for	the	Fiscal	Year	Ending	June	30,	2016	
 
The Mission of the Finance Committee, which is mandated by Canon Law, is to 

oversee the parish finances in a responsible manner and advise the pastor in all temporal 
matters.   

 
The financial information contained in this report has been prepared in accordance 

with both accrual accounting procedures and guidelines provided by the Diocese of San 
Jose.  Use of these procedures presents the most accurate picture of our parish resources.  
In the information provided you can see the major sources of income and expenses for 
fiscal year 2015-2016 (July 1st to June 30th) and the budget for fiscal year 2016-2017 with 
respect to revenue and expenses.  Descriptions of each of the major income and expense 
accounts are highlighted at the bottom of the report. 

 
The parish account is in an interest bearing Deposit and Loan Fund at the Diocese 

of San Jose. The funds are available for repairs and emergency maintenance of the many 
facilities of the parish: three worship sites, two schools, two rental properties, the pastoral 
center, rectory and the Dermody Center. On June 30, 2016, the balance was $397,764. 
The amount of the fund allocated to reserves for capital building and repair was $202,236 
under the $600,000 target balance set by the Finance Committee. The restricted bequest to 
fund renovation and maintenance of St. Thomas Aquinas Church on June 30, 2016 was 
$604,018. Future maintenance projects are scheduled as a part of the parish’s 5 year plan.   
Additional building repair and maintenance projects are also under review by the Facilities 
Committee. 

 
The fiscal year ended on June 30, 2016, with $1,592,750 in income and 

$1,523,949 in expenses, with a net of $68,801 (excluding depreciation).  
 
Earnings category (primarily rental income) was at 43% of the total budget.  Income 

from collections was 51% of the total.  Stipends, gifts, and income from parish programs 
made up the balance of income.  The parish is still very dependent on earnings from rental 
income to fund parish operations but, as is evident, a major portion of our total income to 
support the parish is still derived from collections.  

 
The budget for 2016-2017 projects a zero net or break even budget excluding the 

impact of non-cash depreciation expense of $179,826.  Total income for the 2016-2017 
year is projected to be $1,450,982 and is offset by the same amount of expected 
expenditures.  

 
Finally and most importantly, the finance committee would like to sincerely thank 

all the parishioners for their donations of time, talent, and treasure during the past fiscal 
year and earnestly seek your continued active support as we journey through our new 
fiscal year. 

 



Members this past year: Fr. Matt Stanley, Ted Baer (Chair), Neal Wade, Bill 
Morrison, Carol Brown, Veronica Duluk, Steve Carter, Mary Seabury and Chuck Tully 
(Parish Business Manager) 



 

Income 2014-2015 2015-2016 
 

2015-2016 2016-2017 

 
Actual Actual 

 
Budget Budget 

Collections $734,041 $723,915 
 

$710,250 $736,000 
Stipends $44,626 $50,979 

 
$28,100 $28,600 

Earnings $565,633 $602,733 
 

$598,781 $618,132 
Gifts/Donations $28,690 $58,723 

 
$10,750 $11,750 

Programs $33,306 $25,928 
 

$27,000 $23,000 
Other/Festivals $9,652 $2,870 

 
$7,000 $3,500 

Subtotal $1,415,948 $1,465,148 
 

$1,381,881 $1,420,982 
Solar Project $80,881 $83,576 

 
$0 $0 

Diocesan Appeal Rebates $67,843 $44,026 
 

$33,000 $30,000 
Total Income $1,564,672 $1,592,750 

 
$1,414,881 $1,450,982 

      Expenses 
     Pastoral $198,803 $203,278 

 
$203,708 $204,121 

Administration $209,593 $217,074 
 

$210,932 $221,396 
Cathedraticum $65,892 $71,844 

 
$71,856 $73,404 

Catechetical $78,567 $79,602 
 

$85,392 $86,923 
Hispanic Ministry $85,866 $90,997 

 
$91,724 $95,174 

Liturgy $130,364 $132,057 
 

$129,853 $135,081 
Youth/Young Adult $79,492 $80,946 

 
$75,733 $88,776 

Parish Programs $29,622 $30,761 
 

$39,383 $35,300 
Rectory $36,304 $39,343 

 
$40,300 $41,550 

Plant $482,631 $494,470 
 

$466,000 $469,257 
Transfer to Solar Project $80,881 $83,576 

 
$0 $0 

Subtotal $1,478,016 $1,523,949 
 

$1,414,881 $1,450,982 

      Net before depreciation $86,656 $68,801 
 

$0 $0 

      Depreciation Expense $173,455 $179,826 
 

$173,455 $179,826 

      Net Operations -$86,799 -$111,025 
 

-$173,455 -$179,826 

      Income & Expense Budget Definitions: 
    Collections include Sunday and Holy Days;Stipends are from sacramental gifts(ie. Weddings, 

 Baptisms, and Funerals); Earnings are primarily from rental properties but also include interest on 
deposits; Gifts and Donations include donations that are (specified) directed toward a special purpose 
or parish related activity or non-specific donation; Bequests are donations left in a will or legacy. 

 Pastoral includes all salary and benefits for the parish priests and other clergy related expenses; 
Administration is made up of the office staff, office supplies, postage, printing, bank fees, telephone/ 
fax/internet services; Cathedraticum is support to the Diocese and  the Bishop; Catechetical Ministry 
incl. staff salary and benefits and all program expenses; Catechetical Hispanic Ministry includes all 
staff salary and benefits and all program expenses; Liturgy includes salary and benefits as well as 
liturgy office supplies, music, sacramental celebrations, and weekly environmental expenses; 

 Youth/Young Adult includes salary and benefits, youth supplies, printing, and postage, and all youth 
activity expenses including confirmation retreats; Parish Programs include Annual Diocesan Appeal 
expenses, Valley Catholic, Community Life, Social Justice, Parish Stewardship; Rectory includes 

 housekeeping, cleaning supplies, groceries; Plant includes salaries and benefits for the maintenance 
personnel, building and grounds supplies,utilities, repair of buildings, insurance, and property taxes; 
Depreciation is an accounting book entry reflecting building additions (capital improvements), 

 and the writing off of these costs as a yearly expense. 
   

      
 

    
 
 
 

 


